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The major considerations that the committee sees as supporting this decision are based on the novelty
of the idea, the theoretical background and rationality as well as the methodology taken to support the
field study. The study integrates different research methods to analyze the case of advancing women
participation in local government. It is based on a solid theoretical rational and includes a notable
comparative look. Moreover, it has considerable generic implications that outreaches beyond the
national level of the interesting Israeli case. Normatively it further exemplifies how an intervening
model can increase representativeness of women in politics and hence may be of interest to a variety
of readers in international political science contexts. Finally, it is a well written, well developed and
well-presented study. The committee believes that this study curries the potential to advance
knowledge in the field of minority politics, gender politics and political behavior at the local
government level and beyond.

For all those reasons we wholeheartedly believe that Akirav and ben-Horin Naot’s paper strongly
merits translation and publication by the WPS journal.

IPSA monay WPS nyn ansa 09919 998100

The World Political Science Review (WPSR) publishes translations of prize-winning articles
nominated by prominent national political science associations and journals around the world.
Scholars in a field as international as political science need to know about important political
research produced outside the English-speaking world. Sponsored by the International
Political Science Association (IPSA), the premiere global political science organization with
membership from national associations 50 countries worldwide WPSR gathers together and
translates an ever- increasing number of countries' best political science articles, bridging the

language barriers that have made this cutting-edge research inaccessible up to now.
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Updating the Military Doctrine of Israel View of the Regional Changes in :1%7% 99N
the Last Decade: The A-Symmetrical Challenge, Nuclearization of the Middle East and
Exposure of the Home-Front to an Attack

The research paper to be introduced should deal with review of practicability of the Israeli
military doctrine in view of the new challenges which have evolved recently in the Middle
East and to propose possible solutions therefore:

1. The nuclearization process of the Middle East area whereas currently the main country

introducing such threat is Iran;

2. The empowerment of the a-symmetric threat;

3. The exposure of the civil home front to an attack.
The security doctrine is comprised of the guidelines for the military-security actions of the
state based on the main principles derived from the strategic security state of affairs in the
State.
The aforesaid challenges have served as a basis for the examination of the current applicability
of the military doctrine of Israel in each of the following aspects: Deterrence, the Early
Warning, Decision, which serve as three main principles of non-formalistic security approach
of defying Israeli security doctrine.
The aforementioned challenges bring uncertainty into applicability of the current security
doctrine and demands an updating thereof .
The theoretic basis of this research is an analysis of the relevant theories in the field of
Deterrence, the Early Warning and Decision and its implementation by Israel as of the early
years of its independence. The research examines the level of feasibility of the aforesaid
components in the view of new challenges. Accordingly, this research proposes a new
approach regarding implementation of aforesaid components in the view of new threats
pursuant to the current theories. The innovation of this research consists in proposing a new
approach in defying and implementation of the three main elements of Israeli security, in
connection with the relevant theories.
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Israel’s cybersecurity policy has been significantly shifted. This shift resulted from two recent
governmental decisions regarding the formation and responsibilities of a new civil
cybersecurity authority. The purpose of this paper is to analyze the implied socio-cultural
values that design this newly established public policy. Specifically, I am seeking to
understand how this policy frames the cybersecurity problem, what kind of policy-subjects
this policy creates, and what type of governmental practices this policy promotes. By
conducting an anthropological analysis of cyber policy decisions, this paper challenges
conventional assumptions on the way cybersecurity is perceived by policymakers. Thus, it
suggests innovative paths for future cyber policy research. This is achieved by applying
theoretical concepts that are rarely considered in cyber policy analysis. Those concepts are
applied in the following structure. First, the paper addresses the policy challenges in
cyberspace. Then, it elaborates on the chosen analytical approach and explains what an
anthropological analysis to public policy is. Afterwards, the paper overviews Israel’s
cybersecurity policy in light of the recent government decisions and discusses the theoretical
concepts that construct the analysis. Finally, the paper applies those concepts to the
governmental decisions themselves. The paper finds that recent Israeli cyber-policy decisions
reveal specific socio-cultural values, policy subject, and a distinct risk governance approach
that design Israel’s cybersecurity in a certain way. By considering these aspects as a whole, we
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can argue that recent governmental decisions are influenced by perceptions that complement

but also contradict the way Israel’s cybersecurity regime is constructed so far.
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In the last decade, human society has experienced a substantial process of the securitization of
Cyberspace, manifested in Cybersecurity related historical events such as the Cyber-attacks
during the Russia-Georgia conflict, the WikiLeaks and Snowden revelations, STUXNET and
FLAME malicious computer worms, etc .
Whereas, the study of cyber-warfare and other cybersecurity related themes, has grown in the
last few years, and some attempts were made by international organizations and states to reach
and publicizes a common understanding on the rules of engagement (i.e. the Tallinn manuals),
the employment of “soft force” by states in order to further advance the securitization of the
Internet has yet to receive the proper attention by scholars, statesmen and professionals. While
some attention was given to the study of state Cyber actions directed towards other state or
political actors, professional and academic study hardly addressed the actions taken by states
towards individuals and societies .
Therefor the main objective of my proposed research paper will be to evaluate the extent to
which, during the past few years, states have increasingly sought to establish internal and
external legitimacy for their control over Cyberspace. Specifically, by studying formal Israeli
documentation and statements, I intend to explore the institutional use of imagined threats
narratives (“Threat References™) exported to the Israeli public, in order to establish legitimacy
for the state to expand its surveillance and regulatory actions in and through cyberspace, in
order to establish state’s security while reaffirming its sovereignty and national Israeli

narrative

The Effect of Cyberwar Technologies on Force Buildup: The Israeli case :0y9a 55
In the past decade major developments have taken place in computer based technologies,
which changed almost all aspects of modern life and modern wars. Computer based
technologies enable the State which holds them to achieve economic, military, civil and social
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advantages. Cyber technologies enable the performance of a wide variety of actions in many
areas, including information gathering, critical infrastructure protection and computer attacks
in ways that did not exist before. The presented research focuses on Israel, and examines the
relations between technological developments and force buildup. Israel is a highly developed
high-tech country that holds advanced cyber capabilities, and stands at the frontline of
research and development of cyber technologies and cyberwar .

The research is aimed at exploring the impact of cyber based war technologies, being a key
stimulus for changes in military and strategic thinking, on strategic concepts, patterns of
warfare and military force buildup. The hypothesis underlying this study is that technological
developments lead to a change of the fighting doctrines and buildup of armies, dictating the
actions to be taken and the allocation of resources.

The findings show that the leadership was able to identify the growing threats on time. The
government allocated budgets, made the necessary changes and established designated units
accordingly in order to deal with the immediate threats. This work presents an extensive
review of the impact of cyber technologies on building strength, and examines the changes
that took place. The role of the government in these processes is analyzed: The way
technological change affected the country’s priorities, and the way it dealt with the dangers to
the national security as a result.
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Democratic Collaborative Governance :913-9) pny»
Broadly, privatization can be viewed as a new ideological definition of state responsibility
aimed at shifting the boundaries between public and private (or market) allocation, and a new
division of tasks between the state and civic organizations. Privatization and outsourcing have
led to increasing ambiguity about the boundaries of responsibility between the private sector,
the third sector and the public sector, as well as to attempts at cooperation between the three.
One result has been reducing the role and responsibility of the state, posing difficult questions
regarding democratic accountability.
Consequently, in many countries government ministries and local authorities virtually
decreased functioning in certain areas, while private and voluntary organizations operate in
their stead. In addition, the civil service resulted in diminished state capacity to deal with big
challenges such as natural disasters, or corruption.
One new idea is that instead of trying to restore the previous system, a new way of
collaboration between the three sectors has to be envisaged. Not just contracting-out or even
coordination, or cooperation-- but real collaborative governance (CG) in terms of policy
design, management structure, financial allocation, decision-making, implementation and
oversight .
The perplexing problem is who exactly will be responsible to the public for the outcomes of
such new structures and processes? What would happen to the (old- fashioned?) principle of an
autonomous civil service in parliamentary democracies such as Israel? Is it possible to develop
not only CG but also DCG (democratic collaborative governance)? Is this the new challenge

of institution building in new and old democracies?
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Explaining attitudes toward the Israeli-Palestinian conflict: the role of past :9994n 19

and current experiences
This paper explores how three time-related factors affect attitudes of Israeli Jewish people
towards the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. First, following the literature on Israeli public opinion
on the conflict, the paper examines variations that occurred in those attitudes over the years,
1.e. how major political events such as wars, Intifadas or peace agreements affected the
public’s attitudes. Second, generational theories suggest that major events affect differently
people of different ages. Moreover, the literature has acknowledged the important role of
socialization during a national conflict and its impact on attitudes and beliefs. Despite the
voluminous literature on both constitutive events and socialization processes in the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, their long-term effects on attitudes were less explored, as most studies
deal with short-term effects on children or adolescents only. Long-run effects, according to
generational theories, should leave a distinctive and lasting ”imprint” on Israeli cohorts, which
result in generational differences in attitudes and beliefs. Third, this paper explores age or
lifecycle effects on attitudes towards the conflict, which derive from processes of maturation
and the stage in life a person is in, such as parental status. Using public opinion surveys
conducted between 2000 and 2015 the analysis utilizes Age-Period-Cohort (APC) models to
estimate the effects of the three variables: age (lifecycle), period (current events) and
generation (early experiences) on various kinds of political attitudes towards the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. Findings are discussed in light of previous literature as well as their
implications for future Israeli public opinion on the Israeli Palestinian conflict.
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Battles for Legitimacy (B4L): analyzing the ”Flotilla to Gaza” incident with a :93% Y)N)%

new theoretical framework for contemporary conflicts
Most International Relations scholars continue addressing international conflicts via a chess
logic,” whereby actors seek to overcome their opponents on the battleground by devising
strategies to thwart their plans. However, an increasing number of conflicts in current global
politics are guided by a »performance logic”: although the actors interact with one another,
their real targets are not on the stage, but in the audience. The present research aims to bridge
this gap between practice and theory, by proposing a new framework for analyzing
contemporary conflicts. It builds on the idea that current global politics is characterized by the
anarchy of legitimacy — a state of affairs that leads actors, both state and non-state, to engage
in ongoing Battles for Legitimacy (B4L) to persuade local, regional and international
audiences that they deserve their political support. In this paper, I present a model for a
systemic analysis of these B4L based on three legitimation sources —appropriateness,
consensus, and empathy— and subsequently apply it to illustrate the Flotilla to Gaza” incident
that took place in May 2010. This study constitutes a first step towards the development of a
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promising research program which could not only account for past conflicts, but also help

analysts and practitioners to improve their performance in the future.
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A question of consent: Support and consent to state and private sector :7590V 5%
surveillance
The study examined support and consent to state and private sector surveillance.
Online survey respondents were asked several questions including social media usage
questions, political orientation and participation questions, support for acts of state
surveillance framed in the context of ”the war on terror”, support for state surveillance for
security reasons” and support for state surveillance in general. Consent to a private entity’s
surveillance was measured in an experimental manner, where participants were presented with
an offer to connect to Facebook and allow an anonymous research institute access to their
Facebook account for research purposes, in exchange for a monetary reward in variable sums .
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The study’s findings demonstrate that contrary to a tendency in academic literature and public
debates to consider private and state surveillance as a single phenomenon in terms of methods,
magnitude, and practice, individuals distinguish between these two types of surveillance when
it comes to compliance and consent. Support for state surveillance does not correlate with
consent to private sector surveillance, and it is considerably more consensual than the latter.
Furthermore, support and consent to surveillance are rather nuanced, with different factors
predicting different types of surveillance, according to the justifications and contexts of
surveillance methods.

These differences suggest that in the age of constant surveillance, individuals have a relatively
organized view of surveillance and distinguish between methods and contexts of private and
state surveillance. However, when surveillance is described as a counteraction against
terrorism or security driven, the support rate is overwhelming, bringing into question the
implications of a consensus on compliance with security-related surveillance requests for the
formation of systems and societies of control based on citizens’ voluntarily cooperation. Such
a broad consensus might influence public supervision of these types of surveillance, which,

unrestricted, may have serious effects on citizens’ liberty and privacy.

What are we talking about when we are talking about state-secularity? : v 93 n>9m

What are we talking about when we are talking about state-secularity? The last decade has
witnessed a consensus of scholarly opinion that the ontological, epistemological and
methodological commitments of mainstream political theories to secularism have left many
political concepts underdeveloped, at best, or thoroughly distorted, at worst. One such concept
is the concept of state-secularity, or state-religiosity as some call it, the lack of scholastic
uniformity on the matter another indictor to the vast effects of secularism’s stronghold over the
field’s conceptualization of issues pertaining the relationship between ‘Church and State .’
The purpose of this paper is to deconstruct the concept of state-secularity in order to lift the
ambiguity existing in the discipline between the modern state’s secularism, secularization and
secularity. By negating the secularist presumptions undergirding the popular discourse on this
concept with empirical-historical evidence, this paper shows that there is no binary division
between secular and religious states, or, as it mostly presented, between Western Democracy
and Islamic Theocracy, because Occidental states are less secular than commonly perceived
and Muslim states are more secular than usually assumed. In actuality, there is a spectrum of
secularity across the world. Furthermore, the level of secularity within the state is constantly
moving along the axis between laicism and theocracism according to the political and security
needs of the local elites, which yield secularization and religionization as powerful political
tools to secure their interests. Hence, argues the paper, the level of secularity of a state at a
given time should be understood as a derivative of a trade-off between domestic pressures and
external constraints. Reflecting upon these findings, the paper concludes with the
understanding that, to paraphrase Durkheim, secularism and religion are nothing but the
political.
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The inherent need of man to find patterns to understand the world around him draws us to
analyze past experience as a precursor of future behavior. This research utilizes such patterns
to the impact of military-combat experience, or lack thereof, on Israeli heads of state’s
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diplomatic decision making. This tool allows us to research the impact of one of the most
formative experiences of man--war. This research tests the hypothesis of military-combat
experience as an aspect in a leader’s personality which makes him more willing or prone to
concessions in the diplomatic realm. Civil-military relations is a well-researched field, even
more so in Israel, as scholars are drawn to the exceptional case of a militaristic society which
encourages pluralism of ideas. However, an in-depth examination of whether combat
experience has an impact on a leader’s decision making has rarely been attempted. This
research looks into Israeli leaders at their most trying hours; it tests their willingness and
flexibility in making concessions, not in the fog of war but in the debate room. Four different
types of decisions were reviewed: cease-fire agreements, peace talk initiations, prisoner
exchange and unilateral withdrawals .

A comprehensive mapping of these decisions in Israel’s history was done to create a new
dataset which could verify the tendency of leaders with combat experience to engage in
diplomatic talks and agreements. To test the level of concession made, this research attempts
to quantify the pressure put on the PM internationally, politically and militarily through
different accepted variables taken from known datasets. These variables are used similarly in
each case to determine a level of concession made by the leader by looking at the pressure put
on him when taking the decision to engage in negotiations. The study does not measure the
extent to which the leader conceded in each point in time but by looking at each decision as a
concession by itself it evaluates the amount of pressure put on the PM whilst making the
decision .

As pressure on a leader lessens in domestic politics, in the international arena and militarily he
is expected to stand his ground. The findings show a definitive statistical result which
contradicts common sense; PM’s with combat experience tend to concede more under low
pressure. The findings also provide interesting insights to our paradigm of left-right politics, as
there is little discrepancy between leaders with military-combat experience from both sides of
the aisle. This research challenges our widespread perspectives on decision-making at its most
critical junctures and opens a new dimension with which to understand a leader’s psyche,
moreover it enables a different look into Israeli leaders showing a misconception of its leaders
and the way they made important decisions which had decisive effects on the geo-political
sphere.
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Going Global : 992N 19121 %93 10N

Since President Roosevelt broke the ironclad custom—and especially following World War

[I—presidents have routinely traveled outside of the United States to visit other countries,

meet their leaders and speak to foreign audiences. The number of overseas trips and speeches

raise important questions of what factors motivate the president to travel and speak abroad and
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why presidents visit some countries while skipping others. To examine these questions, we
collect and analyze all presidential international travel during the post-World War II period.
We estimate the timing of presidential travel with a rich dataset on military engagements,
economic conditions, public opinion, and domestic politics from 1945 to 2014. Our destination
model uses data on each country the president visited and the nature of the relationship
between the United States and that country. Our models demonstrate a clear and predictable
pattern of timing and destination of presidential international travel.
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The beleaguered — Israel-Taiwan Relations in the 21st Century :52y0 9
Nowadays, the stagnating negotiations between Israelis and Palestinians have led to
deterioration in relations between Israel and its American and European allies. Consequently,
Israel has started pivoting East with the objective of strengthening its relations with Asia.
However, while the literature on Israel-Asia relations has focused on the growing ties between
Israel and Asian giants such as China, India and Japan, little attention has been paid to the
emerging political and economic cooperation between Israel and the Republic of China —

Taiwan .
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What are the interests of each side in establishing stronger relations? To what extent do the
Chinese and American factors influence Israel-Taiwan relations? Does the Arab/Palestinian-
Israeli conflict have any effect on the relationship between both sides? Do civil society actors
such as NGOs and business associations play any role in the relationship? And what are the
main challenges facing this partnership? These are important questions which were largely left
unexplored.

Based on process-tracing analysis and elite interviews with Israeli and Taiwanese policy-
makers and experts, this paper aspires to remedy this gap in the literature by inspecting recent
developments in the relations between Israel and Taiwan. What is more, the paper aims to
examine to what extent Jerusalem and Taipei are willing and/or capable of utilizing the full

potential of this emerging partnership.
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Kevjn Lim: Grand strategic adjustments in post-revolutionary Iran: A neoclassical
realist account

This paper examines Iran’s grand strategy by way of its ‘adjustments’ at three key inflection
points. The first spans the end of the Iran-Iraq war, the collapse of the bipolar order and the
First Gulf War, along with significant internal changes following Ayatollah Khomeini’s death
(1988-91). The second spans the events of September 11 and the US invasions of Afghanistan
and Iraq (2001-3). The third corresponds to the Arab uprisings and the increasing internal and
external pressures Iran faced due to its nuclear program (2011-15). Because epistemic
challenges inhere in any reckoning of ends, if not means, by focusing strictly on the notion of
adjustments at these inflection points, the work permits an empirically-grounded, as opposed
to a more sweeping but potentially speculative analysis of grand strategy. The author adopts

neoclassical realism as a conceptual framework to structure the narrative, and attempts to
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furnish an explanatory framework linking systemic pressures and incentives (independent
variable), via domestic filters (intervening variable), to final outcomes or grand strategic
adjustments (dependent variable). Given the prominence and predominance of ideas and the
structure of rule in the Islamic Republic, domestic factors focus on the ‘ideational-
constitutive’ (national identity, regime ideology, status aspirations and state interests) and
‘institutional-competitive’ (elite interfactional bargaining) aspects. The paper concludes that
while Iran’s leaders have over the decades proven the capacity to better reconcile ends and
means, as well as to identify and respond to grand strategic threats and opportunities, they
have ultimately yet to transcend the vicious circle of self-manufactured challenges.
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Which Parties Succeed Most In Government Coalition Formation in Israel :yax »nn
The paper examines the distribution of ministerial and deputy ministerial portfolios as political
payoffs in the formation of parliamentary government coalitions. This work builds on cross-
national analysis of portfolio salience in coalition payoffs. However, the approach here
focuses on the value of each payoff to the party receiving it in one country, Israel, in eight
coalition governments from 1992 to 2015. This work emphasizes the importance of national
political context by comparing the salience of ministerial positions received by nationalist,
peace-seeking, Haredi, anti-clerical, and socio-economic parties. The results indicate a
quantitative edge to formateur parties and a qualitative advantage to smaller parties. This has

implications in terms of understanding parties as policy-seeking or office-seeking.
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Despite the profound changes in the nature of human activity in the 21st century, one thing has
remained stable: the legitimizing force of democracy. However, this support might be for the
idea, but not so much for its manifestation. Empirical evidence suggests that citizens and
politicians alike mutually withdraw from the state, disenchanted with its politics and ability to
solve social problems.
This paper seeks to identify and describe the paths the political discourse on representative
democracy might take democracy through, and the meaning it holds for the legitimacy of
representative democracy today. It will suggest that while political actors are bound to
representative democracy as a legitimate system of government, they are actively redefining
its representative institutions as symbolic institutions, devoid of political power, to connect
apolitical citizens to the governing public institution. In other words, that representative
democracy is being shaped to adhere to a predefined objective truth, with limited popular
sovereignty — hollow representation.
This will be shown through morphological analysis of the parliamentary debates around two
legislative efforts aimed at changing the institutional arrangements of Israeli democracy,
taking place in the 19th Knesset. The analysis will show how ideological political actors are
challenging the established institutions of representative democracy, causing of the
legitimation crisis of democracy — failure to allow popular sovereignty — and reimagine modes

of sovereignty.

The Effect of Democratic Norms on Political Behavior of Diverse Youth: :9vIN 99%)

Israel as a test case, in comparative perspective
In the growing comparative literature on citizenship norms and political participation, research
often focuses on the country as a unit of comparison, with an apparent presumption that socio-
cultural experiences within nations are of less import. This article breaks new ground by
investigating the relationship between democratic norms and political behavior among diverse
populations of young people in Israel, in the context of a larger study that compares Israel to 28
other advanced democracies. To investigate citizens’ democratic norms I use latent class
analysis to analyze the European Social Survey’s 2012 extensive battery of questions on
citizens’ conceptions of ideal democracies for Israel in comparison to the other countries in the
data. The latent class analysis for all 29 countries identifies two groups of citizens with
distinctive democratic conceptions: one group emphasizes the importance of political rights,
while another group emphasizes the importance of socio-economic equality. Measurement
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equivalence tests show that these democratic norms are comparable across countries,
including in Israel. Yet a closer analysis of the Israeli data show meaningful differences in the
norms and behavior of important minority groups in Israeli democracy, namely
Arab/Palestinian citizens of Israel, and highly religious Jewish citizens. At a time when
various countries are facing challenges with the democratic engagement of diverse
populations, this article concludes by discussing the implications of these findings for

representative democracies.
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The Electoral Effect of Corruption-Based Impeachment : 139 -850 3y4
What is the electoral effect of impeachment? Answering this question is almost always
impossible since the essence of impeachment is the removal of a politician from the electoral
competition. However, impeachment proceedings exist in may democracies, and assessing
their electoral effect is an important political question. From a normative perspective,
impeachment of an elected official is problematic in the sense that it nullifies a democratic
choice. Therefore, impeachment would be more easily justified had we known that the public
indeed accepts the impeachment as an indication that the politician in question is indeed not a
worthy electoral choice. The implication of such perceptions would be a negative electoral
effect of an impeachment decision on the vote-share of the impeached politician (had she
stayed on the ballot despite the impeachment).
In December 2013 the Israeli Supreme Court ordered the immediate removal of the three
mayors from their positions shortly before the municipal elections, but did not ban them from
putting their names on the ballot. Indeed, all three mayors ran and were reelected by their
respective constituencies. We take advantage of this unique situation to estimate the electoral
effect of impeachment, and the decision’s effect on the weight given to corruption allegations
in the elections in other cities. Using actual voting results in 65 cities, we show that the
electoral effect of impeachment is modest and positive (i.e., increasing the incumbent’s vote-
share), and the effect of corruption allegations is negative. Furthermore, the Supreme Court
decision has dramatically increased the weight given to corruption allegations. In an additional
analysis we are able to show that the positive electoral effect of impeachment is concentrated
in areas where the impeached incumbents enjoyed strong electoral support in the past. The
paper further discusses the political and normative implications of these results.
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Judaic Sources and Israel’s Democracy :*p9ip9v X9’y
One of the great mysteries of political science is the existence of democracy in Israel. Few of
the founders came from a democratic society. The pre-state period might be described as a
British colonial tutorial, but except for India no other British responsibility without an Anglo-
Saxon culture (i.e., US, Canada, Australia, New Zealand) approached Israel’s quality of
democracy. During its formative years, Israel experienced war, security threat, poverty and
massive immigration of needy people, almost all of them from non-democratic societies.
Among other newly independent countries that emerged after World War II, comparable
conditions provided convenient explanations for their departure from democratic aspirations.
So why Israel’s democracy?
My best explanations come from Jewish traditions, as manifest in the Hebrew Bible and
Talmud.
My lecture will take off from Israel and Its Bible: A Political Analysis (New York: Garland
Publishing Company, 1996.(
Intellectual diversity is prominent in both sources, and the legitimacy of argument is explicit
in the Talmud ..
The sources reveal a concern for legality and the more complex moral standards of
righteousness and justice. There was also skepticism in the face of authority, and self-doubt.
We must guard against being carried away by an enthusiasm for biblical openness to diversity.
The text gives expression to a great variety of political norms. In numerous passages,
however, it also expresses a shrill intolerance for anything other than conventional orthodoxy.
Alongside book-length expressions of doubt and skepticism, Job and Ecclesiastes conclude
with affirmations of pious reverence. Commentators explain those elements as efforts to clean

the texts in order to achieve inclusion in the final canon.
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Normative Power Europe and Perceptions as Cultural Filters: Israeli Civic :y199 p9v

Studies as a Case-Study
This paper focuses on the role of cultural filters in the conceptualization of the “Normative
Power Europe” theroetical approach. The paper seeks to explain the significance of cultural
filters in the study of external perceptions and examines the effect of such a filter on
perceptions and images of the European Union in the main Israeli civic studies textbook.
Analyzing the frames of “Normative Power Europe” in Israeli civic education, the paper
argues that foreign policy researchers and European Union, as well as Israeli, Studies scholars
should not underestimate the role of local cultural and ideological forces in the daily conduct
of international affairs. Indeed, cultural filters must occupy a prominent place in

the“Normative Power Europe’s” diffusion model.
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The intergroup foundations of neutrality in vocation: The :19P-1N$90 )9 Y 90y
politics behind perceptions of political bias

In this paper we situate partisans' perceptions of political bias in the actions and messages of
neutral third parties within the context of an intergroup conflict. When partisans evaluate

such actions and messages, they estimate not only which side is favored by that
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action/message, but by being deeply invested in the conflict, they also consider whether that
action/message poses a threat to their group's political struggle. Having reached the
conclusion that their side is threatened by that action/message, they demand neutrality from
the third party and claim that political bias took place. After presenting our core theoretical
model, we show that prior findings from the Hostile Media Phenomenon literature and from
the perceptions of bias literature provide support for our model. In addition, we empirically
show that, as part of an intergroup conflict, even when partisans evaluate actions of third
parties as favoring the partisans' own group, they find them much less troubling and
objectionable than biases that favor the rival side. We conclude with the implications of our

model.

The construction of urgency discourse around mega-projects: the Israeli :9° N 909

case
Various studies have pointed to urgency in decision-making as a major catalyst for policy
change. Urgency evokes a crisis frame in which emotions and cognitive and institutional
biases are more likely to be mobilised in support of the policy references of powerful actors.
As a result, decision-makers tend to be driven by emotions and opportunity, often with
detrimental results for the quality of the planning process. Although urgency has such a
profound influence on the quality of decision-making, little is known about how, when, and by
whom urgency is constructed in the planning process of public infrastructure. By means of a
discourse analysis, this study traces the timing, motives and ways actors discursively construct
a sense of urgency in decision-making on the building of terminals for the reception and
treatment of the natural gas that was recently found off the coast of Israel. The results of this
study indicate that mostly government regulators, but also private sector actors, deliberately
constructed an urgency discourse at critical moments during the planning process. By framing
the planning process as urgent, regulators manipulatively presented the policy issue as a crisis,
during which unorthodox planning practices were legitimised while the consideration of
alternative planning solutions was precluded. Thus, urgency framing is a means of controlling
both the discourse and the agenda — and therefore an exercise in power-maintenance — by
entrenched interest groups.
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Rhetoric and Doctrines of Policy Over- and Underreactions in Times of Crisis : 9%n nwn
This paper focuses on policy design processes, undertaken in the run up to a potential crisis
and in times of crisis requiring drastic measures, in order to explore the policy content which
is available for policymakers in the form of policy over- and underraction options. It identifies
two policy options — rhetoric and doctrine — for each mode of disproportionate policy
response. These alternatives are then defined in terms of whether an all-or-nothing policy
commitment is sought which is backed by a large amount of resources (e.g., money, time,
political, or moral capital) available to use with discretion during a crisis. The argument
advanced is that under such conditions, policy over- and underreaction rhetoric and doctrines
may be carefully thought out, carefully developed, meticulously debated, and executed as
planned. This argument is illustrated in military, financial and environmental domains in the
U.S., Britain, Israel, the Palestinian Authority, the European Union and the OECD.
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Voluntary Regulation as a Political Compromise: The Case of Hotel :oN5v svm

Classification in Israel
The paper analyses the return of the hotel classification (HC) in Israel as a case of voluntary
regulation (VR) regime by the state. The theory of such regimes explains why states resort to
VR, and what the preconditions for such a regime to succeed are. Applying this theory to the
HC case reveals that the incentive structure made the chances of the choice to succeed meager.
Hence, the paper asks: Why, in spite of these conditions, the state chooses the VR option?
While the theory presents various factors which may affect the choice of VR by the state, it
does not however differentiate the possible relative impact of each factor to the final decision.
The paper argues that some challenges for the selection of VR by the state may be more
critical than others, depending on the institutional relations between the actors involved. In the
current case, power relations between the Ministry of Tourism and the Israeli Hotel

Association dictated the choice of VR, which reflects more political than regulatory rationale.

Neurotic Regulations — Goals and Results of the Israeli Lobbyist Law : 495097 v9a5N
Many scholars claim that lobbying regulations offer increased accountability to the voters and
transparency of the decision making processes, as well as diminishing gaps in the system,
which would allow for corrupt behaviour. The declared goals of the Israeli Lobbyist Law were
transparency, public interest and order, yet neurotic incoherence was observed when the goals
and the results of the legislation were compared. If regulators are aware that their goals are
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unattainable and want to pronounce an idealistic social policy to preserve underlying values
even at the cost of a certain amount of deception, then the regulations would never achieve
their declared goals. The law did not regulate lobbying the government, legitimised the
lobbyists in the Knesset and provided for the Knesset Members (MKs) some new means of
defusing public concerns over how policy was being formulated. The interviewed MKs
admitted using declarative bills and legislation in order to pronounce a social policy or to
preserve certain underlying values. New evidence reveals a subtle, mutually beneficial
relationship between MKs and lobbyists, which may have influenced also the legislative
process of the lobbying regulations. Transparency was perceived as a method to cover up the
omission of dealing with real issues of needed policy change. This gap between the declared
goals and the implementation of the law reveals the face of the symbolic policy and is a sign of
institutional failure of the modern society.
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Broad, international studies have demonstrated congruence between poverty and religious
observance, on the one hand, and high social spending and secularism, on the other.
Historically, the welfare state emerged in the period following the emancipation and the state
took on many of the functions that formerly religious groups had provided: schooling, health
care, welfare services, and the like. According to secularization theory, it was anticipated that
this process would be linear and one-directional. The development of the welfare state
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replaced and resulted in a retraction of religious groups and their ties to activities in the social
sphere. Yet in Israel, a formerly socialist country, neo-liberalism has taken root and a process
of curtailing welfare services and expanding privatization has been underway for some time.
Religious groups fill the void left by the dismantling of state welfare services. Neo-liberal
economics is paired with growing religious initiative and responsibility, with both sides
sharing an agenda: the state retracts, and religious groups take over, re-asserting themselves
through the provision of social services once taken on by the state. Yet the flourishing of
religious NGOs that provide social services parallels the de-legitimization of political parties
and the democratic process. The allegiances to religious groups replace political ones, thereby
making democratic government weaker and less able to fulfill its role, both on domestic and
international spheres, resulting in a self re-enforcing cycle. In Israel the reversal of the
historical process of the development of the welfare state can be documented: religionization
is coupled with growing impoverishment, as the state withdraws and basic social services are
once again taken upon by religious groups, with far more limited resources, with less

professionalism, than the state was able to provide.
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Hawking’ territorial conflict: Narrative framing and cleavage consistency in / : 195t IN>IN

nationalist politics
Why do hawkish publics typically reject territorial compromise as a means to resolve
international conflict? Whilst collective preferences for aggressive foreign policy should make
such attitudes more likely, conflict scholars have only recently considered how divergent
popular valuations of contested space shape the contours of domestic territorial politics. These
analyses, however, tend to emphasize attitudes toward disputed spaces writ large with little
discussion of cleavage politics between and among divided publics. Employing artefactual
field experiments in Israel and Serbia, this study provides the first systematic cross-national
analysis of popular receptivity to competing nationalist characterizations of territorial conflict.
It finds that although hawks are almost without exception more sympathetic to such narratives
than doves, they remain highly selective regarding their relative legitimacy both within and
across territorial claims. In doing so, this article clarifies resonant cleavages and shared
meanings endemic to nationalist politics whilst uncovering and elucidating critical variation
within each case with significant theoretical and policy ramifications for domestically-targeted

conflict resolution.
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Spontaneous consolidation or Political Construction: The Origin of the :9919p 9N
International Inward-Looking Low Inflation Regime, 1988-1990
During the 1990s a consensus emerged among the G5 members on very low inflation targeting.
This consensus was the foundation of what Ben Bernanke called the Great Moderation, two
decades of global stability and growth. How did this consensus emerge? Liberal and Rational
Choice scholars argue that this consensus consolidated spontaneously, by policy makers in
each country embracing voluntarily the monetary principle of very low inflation targeting.
This article rejects the spontaneous consolidation thesis and argues that the consensus was
constructed politically as an inward-looking low inflation regime. The law inflation regime
was designed to address the problem of external instability—exchange rate volatility and
misalignment—in a way that was consistent with the interests of the low-inflation G5
members, the U.S., Germany and Britain. The argument shed a new light on the formation of
international informal institution in general and on the international political conditions that
made the Great Moderation possible .
The articles argues that the consensus on very low inflation was the product of the superior
institutional power of the United States, Germany and Britain—the low inflation countries—
over France and Germany—the high inflation countries. In order to address the problem of
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exchange rate volatility and misalignment, the low-inflation countries were managed to shift
the burden of adjustment to the high-inflation countries, and made them re-calculate their
preferences.
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Deliberative Pedagogy in Israeli Higher Education :¥*20 m1y
Deliberative pedagogy is an emerging field of research and practice that seeks to identify ways
by which university scholars can effectively educate students for deliberative values, norms,
and behavior (Longo, 2013). Most of the scholarship accumulated in the emerging field of
deliberative pedagogy focuses on the US context (e.g., Diaz & Gilchrist, 2010). While rich and
informative, further research is needed to examine deliberative pedagogy in varying political
contexts .
An intriguing context is Israel—a deeply divided society with a delicate political and security
situation (Horowitz & Lissak, 2012), all of which create a challenging context for fostering
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deliberative practices of public debate. These challenges are particularly salient among college
age citizens. Longitudinal data reveals that since the late 1990s, Jewish Israeli youth have
demonstrated a strengthening of Jewish-nationalistic spirit along with a weakening of the
perceived importance of Israel’s democratic-liberal foundation (Yaar & Elkalai, 2010). Thus,
the Israeli student age cohort is an important target for political socialization programs
designed to promote democratic norms and values .

My research provides an analysis of a deliberative pedagogy curriculum implemented at an
Israeli college during three consecutive academic years (2012-2015). The curriculum combines
theory and practice as a means of strengthening deliberative norms and values among
students. The research sheds light on ways by which academia may effectively implement
deliberative pedagogy in a deeply divided society such as Israel .
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7Esau Hates Jacob” Conflict and Religious Elite Rhetoric in Israel :y99599 Y9N3
How do religious elites respond to conflict? While scholars have shown that elite rhetoric
influences civil and interstate war, work on how conflict affects elite rhetoric remains limited.
In this paper, I examine to what extent Israeli religious elite rhetoric becomes more hawkish
during periods of military conflict with the Palestinians. I exploit the variation of conflict
intensity over time, in order to compare religious elite discourse before and after different
periods of conflict. I use unsupervised and supervised learning methods to classify weekly
Sabbath leaflets, which serve as an important media platform for Israel's religious elites. My
results suggest that there is a significant increase in nationalist rhetoric during times of
military conflict. Additionally, during conflict nationalist rhetoric shifts from an emphasis on
connection to the land to nationalist incitement towards the enemy. In contrast, my results
suggest that religious elites experience no similar increase in anti-government rhetoric during
times of domestic conflict. Overall, these results suggest that religious elites experience short-
term radicalization in response to military conflict, but remain relatively unaffected by

domestic conflict.
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