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Conceptual Relics, Mutual Assured Evilness and the Struggle over
Israeli Public Commonsense

Iran's imminent rise to nuclear power status raises reasonable fears about the Middle East
stability. Having examined the discursive exchange of Mutual Assured Evilness (MAE) by
Iran and Israel, some political commentators and decision-makers express doubts over the
workability of nuclear stability. That is because they question whether these countries can
overcome their mutual hatred and find the requisite instrumental rationality for nuclear
stability. Their fears are exacerbated when they regard Iran as a religious country and hence
supposedly incapable of rational behavior. However, the discourse of evil is not only
indicative of hatred. Evil it seems is a conceptual relic encased in religious metaphysics. It is
a datum that enables us to expose the religious layers that exist alongside secularism.
Israel's hyperbolic use of the term evil resonates as strongly as it does due to the religious
metaphysics that coexists with Israel's supposedly secular belief system. Therefore, in some
ways, Israeli society may be closer to Iranian society than Israelis generally allow
themselves to believe and all the while the two societies are locked in a dance of hatred and

fear, fuelled, among other things, by MAE.

32



D'™WIN1 NNV NU'0NAIIND ,INTP YOI A
"?97un 'n72 oI'x :1a"o nnni7"

VI N7RUN D71V, 1P7 . 2NN9Y 'NNDN 'KAN N2 LNITA Y DR DHNNY  NIYTN NIVDIN 7w nawnn
7w 0102 IAXINY ,D'NINI NI'N2Y 77210 NNNIT7 17D L,[N'7V NINRAY NIYSIN ' Tan'7n Nivana Nirm

1D ,01YI0N W' 020 NANI? 7 ny9Inn 210 21 7197 101 78w 2012 mawa X 7ar naTo
NNNI7A YIN'Y D'YIVN DIPNY NAT7 |07 AWONT7 nTVRY NI7wnn 7 nnit Nirvm niinn 72190yn
MITANN NNN 719'7 DUIWYY ,011W D'OPKR Y¥I7 NAT 121,107 M1 NNoin 'M%10 NaXny ,11''o
MIN1INA'D NN 7RI N1TAY CTINT 1'R DT Q¥ L [N7YW D'0N0Y'RN DX DTR'7 'O ,IT nyoIn 7w

['2 0'"{7N WONN NYAIY , NN NINIX 7Y NIVAND DX 1D9WN [ TIO0I 07'7'7?'1 NIWAD D ,11Y0 N9
NYSINN NNTAN YTV 720192 NNININN 27,0770 N'oRIT NN NNYY? NoN'™ K'Y 0N
NN NN71200 ATV RWYALLIT NYOIN 7w 09I Y oni'p NITIX NI9'PY 1 TYN ,1aro nnni v
NI7'WoWw NTAIVAN NIN7YUNN N ,02"0N NI 71V97 NI'opimT NI DNWOXA ,0INNA N'MIX712
NN NIYYARY NNIRTIAN 22'DPN1[NNITR 70 78 NINTEM AW D'TN71 0DW? NTann onwe It
2120n71,7197YN 0" NYSINN 7Y 0'VAN 17'K 220 [INA7 N1 ,010] NXINY DMINKIN 7¢ M2 N'Y
NN'NAN DX NNIAN NYYNN .DMKRIARN 7 D'071901 NRIRD D'Y0MIRD NIVXAXKD 'MN0NA DX
NI DNANKAN D''9XNAN 01'N,0'791VN D'AXKIAN DNIX ,NYOINN 7W 0I"OXANY X' IT NAI7ITINN

0'ax'n DNY [IAAXRN 1Y

0'7UN' NM2YN NV'0MIIKD L PMAW? 'VIN N
Constructing Sovereignty in Jerusalem: Essentially Contested, Political
and Destabilized Concepts

This research focuses on the interplay between theoretical knowledge and political action. Its
point of departure is the idea that concepts construct the social knowledge, and by that the
political action. This is why it is important to understand the dynamics and processes of
attributing meaning to concepts. The literature regarding those processes has focused
mainly on the rational public debate of Habermas, the hegemonic maneuvers of Gramsci
and the relations between them. In this research | wish to add the framework of Marx to the
equation, and to state that we should emphasize the Marxian praxis, in order to better
understand and explain the ways social knowledge is been constructed. | introduce the idea
of destabilized concept and argue that the endless processes of attributing meaning are
constructed and reconstructed through the interplay between ontological changes, elite
political struggles and public debates. In order to support my claim, and to demonstrate this
dynamic, the paper investigates the concept of sovereignty as a destabilized concept in the
Israeli discourse regarding Jerusalem in the context of negotiations with the Palestinians. It
shows how beside the political struggle and the public debates, the ‘'facts on the ground' and

the challenges they have posed to the realization of the concept of sovereignty, have
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contributed to destabilize the concept, making it less clear, understandable and effective for

communication and action in this context.
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The International of the Global: In search of an International Community
in a Globalized World

While there is a vast literature within the discipline of international relations on what
globalization is and how it presumably affected the state as a political agent or the
international system as a political structure, much less attention has been given to its effects
on inter-state relations. Taking a socio-constructivist perspective, | theoretically render
globalization as a social construct that results from the ways through which agents
experience it and give meanings to it. International relations are also seen as socially
constructed and as the patterned result of rule-governed inter-state interactions that
discursively set the array of legitimate ‘rules of the game’ of the international realm and that
practically underwrite states' international political conduct. Based on that, | empirically
explore how states collectively experience globalization, contextualize it and realize its
effects on inter-state relations, namely of the international rules of the game. In a three-

phase study | use methods of computerized discourse analysis on three case-studies (UN,
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G8, UNCTAD) to analyze and compare, first the penetration of the term 'globalization’ into
the inter-state discourse.. It then maps in which contexts states talk about globalization,
using 15 thematic dictionaries | render the proximities between notions of globalization and
various issue-areas. The last phase draws on how states experience the effects that
globalization has on their inter-state relations in general and the concept of the collective we
of states, “the international community” in particular. The analysis depicts how states
adapted their conception of 'rules of the game' from one that is based on states' sole
authority to a conception that is built upon a globalized three-sector model in which the
international community of states serves as governing authority along and in conjunction to

the notion of global economy and global civil society.
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Scholars of international relations tend to attribute significant economic and political power to
the major oil and gas exporting countries of the international system. Such countries are
known to invest their export revenues heavily on military and internal security forces, often
maintaining defense budgets that are twice to ten times larger than that of their resource-
poor regional counterparts (examples include Russia, Nigeria, Venezuela, Iran, Azerbaijan,
etc.). Despite these investments, a statistical review of all armed conflicts between the years

1960-2007 reveals that countries defined as "major energy exporters" rarely win interstate
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wars and exhibit notably poorer outcomes in intrastate wars when compared to countries
without such resources. This study calls attention to the resource curse phenomenon as a
causal mechanism for the poor war achievements of these countries. It claims that previous
popular explanations for a state’s poor war achievements (such as regime type, weak state
institutions, exposure to foreign intervention, involvement in asymmetrical conflict, and
military ineffectiveness) are enabled and enhanced under the economic and social
mechanisms of the major energy exporting state. It suggests that such states be separated
from other ‘non-democracies’ during future statistical tests. This study is among the first to
apply findings from the resource curse literature to a state’s war achievements and military
capacity, and its results suggest that this literature should gain more scholarly attention in
the study of power in international relations.
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Was the Supreme Court of Israel anti-religious during Aharon Barak's
tenure as Chief Justice?

This study examines whether the common perception that the Israeli Supreme Court
became anti-religious during the period of Judge Ahron Barak’s tenure as court president.
Specifically, this study compares rulings regarding tradition and religion that were issued
during Judge Barak's residency as the Supreme Court President — during the years 1995-
2006 — to those issued during the residency of the previous court president Judge
Shamgar’s during the years 1983-1995. We compare the theory that this perceived shift in
court policy is due to an actual shift in policy to the theory that there was not real shift in
policy but prevailing attitudes toward religion and politics made certain sectors of society
more sensitive to perceived anti-religious court decisions. We use a data collected for this
study on all Israeli Supreme Court decisions regarding religion to evaluate these theories.
The findings show that Judge Meir Shamgar's presidency was characterized by more anti
religion rulings tas a proportion of all rulings han that of Judge Barak's and that Judge
Shamgar's own rulings tend to be more anti-religion than those of Judge Barak's. However,

there were considerably more rulings during Barak’s tenure concerning religion.
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How do presidents and their advisors make war and peace decisions on military intervention,
escalation, de-escalation, and termination of conflicts? Why do important policy goals, plans
and aspirations frequently result in inaction? The leading concept of group dynamics,
Groupthink, offers one explanation - cohesive policy-making groups, often make sub-optimal
decisions due to their desire for uniformity over dissent, while ignoring important limitations
of chosen policies. But advisory groups are often fragmented and divisive. In The Polythink
Syndrome: US Policy Decisions on 9-11, Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria, Iran and ISIS (Stanford
University Press, 2015), we introduce Polythink, a group decision-making dynamic whereby
different members in a decision making unit espouse a plurality of opinions and offer
divergent policy prescriptions, which can result in intra-group conflict, a disjointed decision-
making process, decision paralysis and inaction, as each group member pushes for his or
her preferred policy action. We apply Polythink to ten national security decisions made by

US and Israeli administrations.
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Polythink in the UN Security Council’s Permanent Five on Military
Interventions Under Chapter VII

The Permanent Five (P5) is an important group of decision-makers within the United
Nations’ Security Council (UNSC) that shares the Council’s goals of maintaining international
peace and security. Nevertheless, each P5 member has its own understandings and views
of reality, which result in various, sometimes-conflicting ideas on how to reach UNSC's
goals. This research claims that when P5 members deliberate on military interventions, they
are affected by polythink, a term that describes a group of decision-makers who have their
own interests and worldviews play a role as they serve an organization’s goals and
objectives (Mintz, Morag, & Mishal, 2005). Focusing on P5 decisions reached during the
years 2011-201 regarding military interventions, this research demonstrates that in line with
the polythink approach, P5 members were influenced by a series of different dimensions that
had an impact on their decision making on military interventions. To this end, the thesis
reviews and analyzes the P5 votes on military interventions in Libya (2011), Mali (2012), and
the DRC (2013), and the decision to not intervene in Syria (2012). The analysis of
dimensions was found to influence the individual members in each case study and is based
on in-depth examination of UN official documents, statements and speeches of P5 member
states' lay leadership and UN executives, academic articles, international newspapers'
articles, and publications of various think-tanks. The findings of this study show that
polythink exists within P5's decision-making on military interventions. The case studies used
for this research (Libya 2011, Mali 2012, Syria 2012, and DRC 2013) portray the different
dimensions, motives, and worldviews each P5 member considers when attempting to serve
the ultimate goal of the UN to maintain international peace and security. The P5’a various
views are a non-issue when votes are unanimous but hinder the decision-making processes
— sometimes even freezing them — when the actors vote in different ways. The decision-
making processes get stuck, causing tensions to grow between P5 members, which is seen
clearly when placed in the framework of world events today. The interventions in Mali and
the DRC, for example, portray the positive aspects of polythink, as P5 members shared
dimensions of limiting terrorism and boosting economic development, which constructively

affected the decision-making by speeding up the enactment of the interventions. The
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intervention in Libya and the decision to not intervene in Syria, however, show the difficulties
polythink causes, as the dimensions P5 members' calculated in their decision-making
clashed. In the Libya intervention, for instance, Russia and China objected to the resolution
but felt compelled to abstain the vote rather than vetoing it due to economic ties with regional
organizations that supported the intervention. This caused a growing frustration for China
and Russia when the legality of the intervention became questionable, which resulted in their
vetoing of an intervention in Syria, as the dimensions they calculated conflicted with those of
P5's western countries. Here, polythink, therefore, hindered and froze the decision-making
on intervention in Syria, bringing to light national and factional interest and resulting in
members' lack of will to reform the decision-making, consequently causing the continuation
of the Syrian civil war.This research shows that polythink exists within the P5 group,
sometimes smoothing the decision-processes out, while in other times revealing divisions
among group members. As recent world events show, it is extremely important to follow the
dynamics between the world's leading countries and vital to bring polythink into the analyses
of small decision-making groups in order to better understand these countries' dynamics. As
polythink becomes more relevant in brittle groups, it is, therefore, essential to further

research polythink in small groups to allow for optimal decision-making processes.
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On July 12, 2000, after months of American pressure that included threats to block $250

million in foreign aid, Prime Minister Ehud Barak cancelled the supply of the Phalcon early
warning system to China. Less than five years later, Israel found itself again under
tremendous U.S. pressure to cancel a deal to repair the Harpy Unmanned Aerial Vehicles it
has sold in the past to China. Signing these deals and delaying their cancellation suggest
that U.S. leverage over Israel was limited. Israel was, as is today, heavily dependent on the
U.S. for economic, military and diplomatic assistance. Why, then, did the U.S. have such
limited influence on Israel’s conduct for a significant period of time? The patron’s bargaining

power depends on getting its messages across to the aid recipient. The nature of American
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messages and the manner in which Israel interpreted them are analyzed based on a variety
of sources, including official statements and interviews with senior Israeli officials. The paper
demonstrates that the American messages were inconsistent, mixed and non-credible. It
also points to two major pathologies in the Israeli side that contributed to the
misinterpretation of the American messages. The first is the absence of essential input from
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the second is insufficient checks and balances on the
Ministry of Defense.
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Support for Israel among members of the US Congress has been a puzzling exception to
congressional involvement and interest in the realm of foreign policy. Members of Congress
have consistently debated and passed resolutions in support of Israel and in repudiation of
its foes, showing strong bipartisan support for Israel. This paper examines the major
determinants that affect a Representative’s level of support for pro-Israel resolutions and
explores whether changes have occurred. The data range from 1973 to 2013 and are split
into three distinct periods, allowing me to identify trends between various groups of
Representatives and their level of support for Israel. Using multivariate analysis | find
amongst Democratic Representatives a statistically significant chronological change from
positive to negative in their level of support for Israel, while the opposite is true and
statistically significant regarding Republican Representatives. Additionally, though
conservatives used to be less supportive than liberals of pro-Israel resolutions, over the past
two decades a change has occurred where conservatives currently support a greater
amount of pro-Israel legislation than liberals. Finally, | find highly positive and statistically
significant levels of support amongst Jewish Representatives and unexpectedly, no positive
statistically significant relationship during any period of the study between evangelical

Representatives and their level of support for pro-Israel resolutions during any period.
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Social media networks such as Twitter have become a regular part of our everyday

lives. Political actors have also discovered its benefits and often use it for campaign
purposes or communication with their constituencies, listing support and conveying
political messages. Of the 535 Senators and Representatives in the 113th U.S.
Congress (2013-2014), 525 had Twitter accounts, and most used their account for

political purposes. What explains the use of this tool to convey political messages?
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We examine this question by focusing on the messages members of Congress
convey through their Twitter accounts. Specifically, what explains the use of Twitter
to discuss policy issues? Do members of Congress adhere to issue ownership
theory? What explains the issues they choose to discuss and the way they frame
such issues? To assess the way Twitter is used, we examine all tweets made by
members of the 113th Congress between January 3rd 2013 and January 3rd 2015
(some 650,000 tweets), as well as district and individual-level information about
each member. We analyze the content and frequency of all tweets and categorize
them into issue categories. Using rigorous statistical analyses, we examine
individual-level motivations for using Twitter to convey political messages. While
Twitter presents its own unique features as a social network, here it is used as a
source to examine messages and rhetoric framed by members of Congress, as they
wish for them to be broadcast. The social aspects of these messages are not of
interest, but rather the actual messages and their framing.

N0 MINNI2N ™I LPUTTAIO AW "aal e i T
2012-1981 n'xj7'ynkn NIYZN2 7Xw' 117'0

Israel is a popular topic in the American public sphere, and is covered extensively by the
American press. Several studies have examined U.S. news coverage during specific events
in Israel, demonstrating strong variation in support for Israel. A more systematic analysis of
the nature of this coverage, however, is lacking. We provide an in-depth investigation of the
coverage of Israel during 1981 through 2013 by three major national newspapers: USA
Today, The Washington Post, and The New York Times. We examine the way Israel is
framed in the American press, as measured by the topics that are covered when dealing with
Israel related stories. We also examine how the occurrence of events related to the Arab-
Israeli conflict, as well as the changing political environment both in Israel and in the US, can
help explain trends in the coverage. Using computer-based content analysis, we examine
how the intensity of coverage and the specific topics discussed vary over time. Our findings
reveal that events occurring in Israel and the political environment in Israel and in the US

jointly affect the intensity of the American coverage of Israel and the topics covered.
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United States demographics are in the midst of a shift that is gradually yet drastically
transforming the racial tapestry of American society, the main cause of which is the burst in

American Hispanic population. The rapid growth of (and constantly increasing) Hispanic
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percentage of the American population bares many potential consequences for American
politics, as | argue in this paper, but also specific implications on American public opinion in
general, and towards Israel in particular. Therefore, there is great importance in
understanding the challenges and opportunities that these demographic changes and the
American Hispanic population holds for the long-lasting, bipartisan, cross-racial support for
Israel in American public opinion. In this paper | (1) discusses the current and expected
political importance of the Hispanic population, (2) present the overall support for Israel
within the Hispanic and non-Hispanic American public and its meanings and (3) examine the
affect of the current 'nativity shift' that the Hispanic population is undergoing (as the share of
US-born Hispanics rise while that of Hispanic immigrants decrease) on its expected support

for Israel.
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The salience of Israel and its conflict with the Palestinians on the world agenda has raised
many questions regarding global attitudes toward Israel. How do support rates for either side
vary across and within different publics around the world and what factors are influential in
the formation of these attitudes? Though descriptive work has been done on the subject, this
study provides a broad quantitative empirical analysis.Theory for this study draws from two
branches of literature: public opinion formation theories and major theoretical IR approaches
that have implications for attitudes toward foreign countries. Data from the 2007 Pew Global
Attitudes Survey for 45 countries, supplemented by additional sources of macro-level data
are used to conduct statistical analyses at both the individual and macro levels.

The results demonstrate a wide range of attitudes, from antagonistic through highly
supportive on three dimensions: general sympathies, blame placement and legitimacy to
exist. In most countries these dimensions were aligned but not everywhere; Israel’s
legitimacy to exist was found to be strong in the vast majority of countries except the Middle
East. Religious identity proved to be the most influential variable worldwide with Muslims
being most critical of Israel. The Christian denominations and Hindus tended to favor Israel
or hold more neutral opinions to various extents. In the western world, the political left
tended to support Palestinians and the political right to support Israel. In the rest of the

world, democratic-minded individuals had more positive or moderate attitudes toward Israel.
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The democratic peace theory has two complementary variants regarding intrastate conflicts:
the “democratic civil peace” thesis proposes that democratic regimes pacify internal
tensions; the “anocratic war” thesis submits that due to nationalism, democratizing regimes
breeds internal violence. This paper statistically tests the two propositions in the context of
the contemporary Middle East. It shows that democracy and democratization have failed to
bring domestic peace to the Middle East. This finding defies the optimism of the “democratic
civil peace.” Looking for causality beyond correlation, we propose that “democratizing
nationalism” might be a long-term prerequisite, not just an immediate hindrance, to peace
and democracy. We also advise to transcend the statist perspective—probing either intra- or
interstate clashes—to examine intercommunal conflicts as well as the democratic features of

non-state polities.
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State Fragility after the Arab Spring and the Rising Role of' Rebel Rulers’

The paper looks at the rising role and impact of non-state armed groups as providers of
governance in the post-Arab Spring Middle East. Specifically, the research looks at the
process of break-down of central authority in Syria and at the parallel rise of competing
spheres of rebel-administered-areas, focusing in particular on the Islamic State political
project and on how it differs from other non-state armed groups' governance strategies. In
analyzing the rise of IS, the study will focus on understanding the implications of this
emerging political project on the pre-existing political order in the Middle East, specifically
focusing on the trans-border and trans-national aspirations and strategies implemented by

the group so far and on the impact of the embryonic-state on Syria and Irag.
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The topic of international legitimacy has returned to the stage of global politics during the
"Arab Springs". In this context, the Arab League has been frequently regarded as having
assumed a prominent legitimation role, however, there is no existing theoretical framework
that allows for its verification. This paper offers an alternative to the confusion that reigns
over the dynamics of international legitimacy in IR; it proposes that analyzing the role of the
"ACE" framing brokers is the key to assess success in legitimation battles, and, specifically,
that regional organizations as the Arab League operate as major brokers, affecting the
variable of consensus. For this purpose, three case studies (Egypt/Bahrain/Libya) illustrate
how the League’s rhetorical strategies influenced the legitimacy of the actors involved and
thus the political outcomes. A framework which combines process tracing and discourse
analysis methods is employed, including an innovative “International Legitimacy Index” (ILI)
as a measuring tool. The findings will allow us to draw more general insights on the
dynamics that govern current Middle Eastern and global politics.
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